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From the first influx of Europeans 
during the 1651 reign of the Montauk 
tribe’s Chief Wantagh to the 1891 
purchase of the school district’s first 
plot of land, members of the Wantagh 
community and its school district have 
identified themselves as “Wantagh 
Warriors.” Since its founding and 
through its commitment to educational 
excellence in a secure, supportive 
environment, Wantagh schools have 
been inspiring students to develop a 
strong sense of individual worth and 
respect for others, to become lifelong 
learners and independent thinkers, 
and to fulfill themselves as concerned 
citizens in a diverse world. 

For individual faculty members 
and students, the definition of a 
Wantagh Warrior may take on various 
connotations. However, during 
interviews with Board of Education 
trustees, faculty and 

students there are recurrent themes that 
are grounded in the district’s overall 
mission.      

Superintendent of Schools John 
McNamara explained that being a 
Wantagh Warrior is about being a part 
of the community. He feels that the 
school district and town have a strong 
identity and sense of community, as 
seen in the number of alumni who 
return to Wantagh to raise their own 
families. 

“I am always amazed at how many 
people in the community support those 
in need and cheer on the students at 
extracurricular events,” he said. “I think 
anyone who is a Wantagh Warrior for 
any length of time feels that sense of 
community, making Wantagh such a 
great place to live.”

For Board of Education President 
Kera McLoughlin, a Wantagh Warrior 

is proud and loyal, and is defined as 
someone who takes pride in himself/
herself, in the school and in the 
community. 

“Being a Wantagh Warrior means 
you’re loyal to your classmates and 
your town and work as hard as possible 
to represent both well,” she said. “It 
means you respect your traditions while 
embracing the opportunities for the 
future.” 

This newsletter highlights the 
individual definitions of a Wantagh 
Warrior by select students from each of 
Wantagh’s elementary and secondary 
schools. Tying into the district’s mission 
of educational excellence, lifelong 
learning and community service, the 
district’s scholars, artists, musicians, 
athletes and community servants reveal 
what it takes to become a Wantagh 
Warrior. 

What Is a Wantagh Warrior?

We
Are



Jarod Sullivan
Wantagh High School Senior

Musician
Jarod was one of 101 student-musicians nationwide 
selected by the U.S. Army to perform during the 2018 
All-American Bowl. He said when defining a Wantagh 
Warrior, he thinks of determination in life, school, 
family and work. “One must be determined to better 
themselves and their surroundings to earn the title of 

Wantagh Warrior,” he said. “Should everyone have a 
determination to better themselves and their school, 
the atmosphere created would be increasingly 
better, and together we could all be Wantagh 
Warriors.”

Madison Rodriguez
Wantagh Elementary  

Fourth Grade
Athlete and Musician

Madison just received her bodan belt in 
Tae Kwon Do (a level before a black belt) 
and has serious Olympics aspirations. 
She also plays the clarinet in the 
school’s music program. “A Wantagh 
Warrior acts like herself and makes time 
for friends,” she said. 

Anthony Toppi
Wantagh Elementary • Second Grade

Cub Scout, Gymnast, Artist
Anthony is working on his back walkover, a difficult maneuver 
for any gymnast. He defined a Wantagh Warrior as kind and 
someone who is not a sore loser. “Wantagh Warriors are true 
to themselves and their heart,” he said. “When they don’t 
want to do something, they find the strength to practice even 
harder.” 

Alexia Amato
Mandalay Elementary  • Second Grade

Dancer and Cheerleader
Through dance and cheerleading, Alexia has learned 

about teamwork and collaboration. She said that, like a 
Wantagh Warrior, she welcomes new members to her 

team and is kind and respectful toward others. “Wantagh 
Warriors push through and don’t give up,” she said. 

Ava Kornbluth
Wantagh Middle School 
Seventh Grade • Artist

A winner in the NYS K-12 Kids Safe Online Poster 
Contest, sponsored by the Enterprise Information 
Security Office of the New York State Office of 
Information Technology Services, Ava has learned 
to think like a Wantagh Warrior artist. “A Wantagh 
Warrior puts himself/herself into every piece of 
art,” she said. “Thinking outside the box sets you 
apart from others and makes you a leader in the 
art field.”

Annie Browne
Wantagh High School Senior 

National Merit Finalist
An exceptional academic, Annie says that being a Wantagh Warrior 
means that a student is fully invested in education, takes advantage 
of the opportunities offered at school and has a love for the Wantagh 
community. “A Wantagh Warrior does not simply exist inside the 
classroom,” she said. “By taking advantage of opportunities, Warriors 
can discover more about themselves and their passions. Wantagh 
Warriors also develop empathy, respect and compassion, along with 
a need to give back to the community.”

Vaughn Messina
Forest Lake • Fourth Grade

Philanthropist 
Upon hearing that two peers are battling cancer, 
Vaughn raised $1,025 by selling his toys to assist 
the families with medical bills. He believes that a 
Wantagh Warrior is someone who sets out to help 
others every day, especially those in the hospital or 

at home with health issues. “A Wantagh Warrior 
is someone who is kind, helpful and 

hardworking,” he said. 

Martin Maniet
Forest Lake • Second Grade

Athlete
Through playing football, lacrosse and 
basketball on local leagues, Martin has learned 
the importance of teamwork and being kind 
and helpful. His brother is a U.S. Marine, so 
patriotism and being fit is also his mantra. 
He said, “A Wantagh Warrior never 
excludes anyone. If you see someone 
sitting alone at recess or in the 
lunchroom, you should include them 
or ask them to move to your table.” 

Ryan Arbeit
Wantagh Middle School  

Seventh Grade • Athlete
Ryan, a three-sport athlete, has to 

juggle home and schoolwork daily. He 
said Wantagh Warriors have a lot of pride 
and respect for themselves and others and 
work through apathy to get their workouts 

done. “Everything a Wantagh Warrior 
does shows on the mat and 

the track in the end,” he 
noted.

Lorenzo Hilliard
Mandalay Elementary 

Fifth Grade
Dancer and Musician

“Wantagh Warriors think before they do, not do before 
they think,” Lorenzo said. The performing artist said he 

has learned a lot about discipline, a Wantagh Warrior trait, 
as he prepared for his performance as Fritz in the Tilles 

Center’s production of the “Nutcracker” this past Christmas, 
and as an avid musician. He also said that Wantagh 

Warriors are physically, mentally and 
emotionally strong. 
They are organized 

individuals with a goal 
in mind.  
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Peter Mountanos
Wantagh High School Alumnus and 
Board of Education Vice President

“As a Wantagh High School alumnus and now as 
a Board of Education trustee, I consider myself 
fortunate to be part of such an outstanding 
community. Being a Wantagh Warrior is about 
being part of an extended family that is there to 
help and support those in need.  Wantagh is on 
a great path to continued academic growth and 
providing a phenomenal experience 
for all of our students. I am proud to 
be a Wantagh Warrior!”

What Is a 
Wantagh Warrior? Mindy Dragovich

High School Band Teacher
Having taught band for the past 24 years, 

Ms. Dragovich defines a Wantagh Warrior as a 
member of a large extended family who support one 
another. This is especially true in a band setting where 

there is a tremendous amount of diversity, she explained. 
Each player must think, watch, listen and play from the heart, 

and unification is a vital goal. “Students from every path of 
life come together to play one crescendo, step together 
in a town parade, move in one unit in a field show and 

keep the pulse of a fast-moving tempo,” she 
noted. “Like a Wantagh Warrior, we breathe 

together and play as one.” 

Anthony Ciuffo
Forest Lake Elementary Principal

“A true Wantagh Warrior always strives to be the best, no matter what 
odds are stacked against him or her,” Mr. Ciuffo said. “Through hard 
work, students have achieved athletic and academic success, all while 
keeping true to the family feeling that this community embodies.” For 
the past 17 years, he believes circumstances have always prompted 
the school community to support one another in hard times, especially 
after Sept. 11 and Superstorm Sandy. The community has come 
together to support specific programs and families in need, and during 
times of crisis, all the while as students are growing up to be kind, 
compassionate, hardworking citizens.  


